
Fire protection requirements for energy
storage batteries

Are fire protection requirements not related to battery energy storage system equipment covered?

1.3 Fire protection requirements not related to battery energy storage system equipment are covered by

appropriate installation codes. 1.4 See Figure 1.1 for a schematic of the test sequence in this document. See

Appendix a which explains: c) Interpretation and application of the results.

 

Should energy storage systems be protected by NFPA 13?

According to the Fire Protection Research Foundation of the US National Fire Department in June 2019,the

first energy storage system nozzle research based on UL-based tests was released. Currently,the energy

storage system needs to be protected by the NFPA 13 sprinkler system as required.

 

Are battery energy storage systems safe?

WASHINGTON, D.C., March 28, 2025 -- Today, the American Clean Power Association (ACP) released a

comprehensive framework to ensure the safety of battery energy storage systems (BESS) in every community

across the United States, informed by a new assessment of previous fire incidents at BESS facilities.

 

What are the NFPA 855 requirements for energy storage systems?

For example, for all types of energy storage systems such as lithium-ion batteries and flow batteries, the upper

limit of storage energy is 600 kWh, and all lead-acid batteries have no upper limit. The requirements of NFPA

855 also vary depending on where the energy storage system is located.

 

How do you protect a battery module from a fire?

The most practical protection option is usually an external,fixed firefighting system. A fixed firefighting

system does not stop an already occurring thermal runaway sequence within a battery module,but it can

prevent fire spread from module to module,or from pack to pack,or to adjacent combustibles within the space.

 

How can battery storage facilities be regulated?

In addition to working with fire officials and state policymakers to advance safety standards,the industry has

developed a framework to help local governmentseffectively regulate the construction of battery storage

facilities.

A. Mechanical: pumped hydro storage (PHS); compressed air energy storage (CAES); flywheel energy storage

(FES) B. Electrochemical: flow batteries; sodium sulfide C. Chemical energy storage: hydrogen; synthetic

natural gas (SNG) D. Electrical storage systems: double-layer capacitors (DLS); superconducting magnetic

energy storage E. Thermal ...

Join the Storage Fire Detection Working Group. The Storage Fire Detection working group develops

recommendations for how AHJs and installers can handle ESS in residential settings in spite of the confusion

in the ...
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NFPA 855 also sets the maximum energy storage threshold for each energy storage technology. For example,

for all types of energy storage systems such as lithium-ion batteries and flow batteries, the upper limit of ...

1. Energy Storage Systems Handbook for Energy Storage Systems 3 1.2 Types of ESS Technologies 1.3

Characteristics of ESS ESS technologies can be classified into five categories based on the form in which

energy is stored.

Fire Propagation in Battery Energy Storage System UL 9540A is a standard that details the testing

methodology to assess the fire characteristics of an ESS that undergoes thermal runaway. Data from the testing

is then used to determine the fire and explosion protection requirements applicable to that ESS, consistent with

the

Furthermore, more recently the National Fire Protection Association of the US published its own standard for

the ''Installation of Stationary Energy Storage Systems'', NFPA 855, which specifically references UL 9540A.

The ...

This article is the second in our two-part series on battery energy storage systems (BESS). It serves as a more

in-depth discussion on the world''s growing BESS market, how it affects fire protection protocol, and what

specific ...

Managing fire risk - Battery Energy Storage System o fire management plan o emergency management plan,

including evacuation procedures o emergency information books prepared in accordance with CFA''s Design

Guidelines and Model Requirements: Renewable Energy Facilities o schedule of audits and review of fire and

emergency manageme nt ...

Stationary lithium-ion battery energy storage systems - a manageable fire risk Lithium-ion storage facilities

contain high-energy batteries containing highly flammable electrolytes. In addition, they are prone to quick

ignition and violent explosions in a worst-case scenario. Such fires can have significant financial impact on

Test Method for Evaluating Thermal Runaway Fire Propagation in Battery Energy Storage Systems. UL

Standard Edition 5 Published Date: March 12, 2025 ANSI Approved: ...

What is a Lithium-Ion Energy Storage System? Renewable energy is generated at inconsistent rates

throughout the course of a day, creating the need to safely store energy to later release when needed. In an

energy ...

Requirements for fire safety in energy storage systems (ESS) Specifications for system placement to reduce

fire risks ; Guidance on emergency response protocols for ESS ; Standards for ventilation and fire suppression

...
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Removable storage batteries shall not be stacked or charged in an enclosed cabinet unless the cabinet is

specially designed and approved for such purpose; 2027 International ...

NFPA 855 requires that any facility with a lithium-ion battery energy storage system should be equipped with

an adequate special hazard fire protection system, namely an explosion protection device. While there are a ...

What is an Energy Storage System? An energy storage system is something that can store energy so that it can

be used later as electrical energy. The most popular type of ESS is a battery system and the most common

battery system is lithium-ion battery.

International Fire Code (IFC) 2021 1207.8.3 Chapter 12, Energy Systems requires that storage batteries,

prepackaged stationary storage battery systems, and pre-engineered stationary storage battery systems are

segregated into stationary battery bundles not exceeding 50 kWh each, and each bundle is spaced a minimum

separation of 10 feet apart ...

 - Protection Against Fire of Battery Energy Storage Systems PAS 63100:2024 provides the specification for

protecting electrical battery energy storage systems against fire when they are installed in dwellings.

Fire inspections are a crucial part of ensuring the safety and reliability of these systems. This insights post

delves into the key requirements and best practices for conducting fire inspections for BESS. Battery Energy

Storage Systems, ...

is the most effective solution for the protection of stationary Li-ion battery energy storage systems available

This solution ensures optimal fire protection for battery storage systems, protecting valuable assets against

potentially devastating fire-related losses. Siemens is the first and only2 company that is certified

In 2019, EPRI began the Battery Energy Storage Fire Prevention and Mitigation - Phase I research project,

convened a group of . experts, and conducted a series of energy storage site surveys and ... protection tools in

BESS design processes DT2 DT3 Expansion of 9540A testing to address

To provide superior fire protection for BESSs, a specialized agent is required. The ideal agent in this case is

one that will: ... And the virtually maintenance-free and compact units require no piping or other infrastructure

...

The American Clean Power Association supports the adoption of NFPA 855, the national fire protection safety

standard for grid-connected energy storage. This safety standard, developed by firefighters, fire protection

professionals, and safety experts, provides comprehensive ... C. Lighting Requirements Battery energy storage

systems shall ...
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Two commonly referenced standards for ESS fire suppression systems are FM Global Data Sheet (FM DS)

5-33 and NFPA 855. In the event of thermal runaway, it is essential to rapidly cool the...

batteries are in use and in storage around the world. Fortunately, fire related incidents with these batteries are

infrequent, but the hazards associated with lithium-ion battery cells, which combine flammable electrolyte and

significant stored energy, can lead to a ...

Protection recommendations for Lithium-ion (Li-ion) battery-based energy storage systems (ESS) located in

commercial occupancies have been developed through fire testing. A series of small- to large-scale free burn

fire tests was conducted on ESS comprised of either iron phosphate or nickel manganese cobalt oxide

batteries.

UL 9540A, a subset of this standard, specifically deals with thermal runaway fire propagation in battery

energy storage systems. The NFPA 855 standard, developed by the National Fire Protection Association,

provides ...

Battery Storage Industry Advances America''s Most Rigorous &  Vetted Safety Standard A critical component

of the Blueprint is understanding where the industry has been successful in efforts across the country to ...

of lithium-ion (Li-ion) batteries and Energy Storage Systems (ESS) in industrial and commercial applications

with the primary focus on active fire protection. An overview is provided of land and marine standards, rules,

and guidelines related to fixed firefighting systems for the ...

Considering NFPA 855 and the IFC discussed above as well as the hazard analysis, Table 2 identifies

protection requirements for BESS with an energy capacity greater than 600 kWh. ... The IFC requires smoke

detection and automatic sprinkler systems for "rooms" containing stationary battery energy storage systems.

Fire control and suppression:

have their own requirements which may be different from or not reflected in the ... - Fire Protection Strategies

for Energy Storage Systems, Fire Protection Engineering (journal), issue 94, February 2022 - UL 9540A, the

Standard for Test Method for Evaluating Thermal Runaway Fire Propagation in Battery Energy Storage

Systems, 2018 - Domestic ...

This document outlines a framework for ensuring safety in the battery energy storage industry through

rigorous standards, certifications, and proactive collaboration with various ...

Lithium-ion batteries are one type of rechargeable battery technology (other examples include sodium ion and

solid state) that supplies power to many devices we use daily. In recent years, there has been a significant

increase in the manufacturing and industrial use of these batteries due to their superior energy storage

characteristics.
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